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Dume Canyon

1. Mainland shelf province
2. Marginal Plateau province
3. Canyon province
4. Basin slope province
5. Apron province
6. Basin floor province
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BENTHIC HABITATS are places on or near the seafloor where marine 
organisms live.  Within Santa Monica Bay, offshore of Los Angeles, CA, 
vast regions of unconsolidated sediment and areas of exposed 
bedrock provide shelter, a living environment, and food for a diverse 
faunal population that includes marine mammals, demersal (bottom 
dwelling ) fish, and benthic invertebrates.  

Although many benthic organisms tolerate a wide variety of seafloor 
conditions, many are restricted to specific habitats.  As a result of 
proximity of the Los Angeles metropolitan area, the potential exists 
for numerous chemical pollutnats to be deposited into the Santa 
Monica Bay through waste disposal outfals as well as from 
agricultural and municipal runoff.  If deposied, these pllutants can 
stress the Bay's fauna and their environment.
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Palos Verdes

Integrating Sea Floor Photography, Sea Floor Mapping Techniques, and Taxonomic Studies to Characterize Marine Benthic Habitats
Brian D. Edwards, Peter Dartnell, and Henry Chezar
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