
Following the links from either the NAMSS or InfoBank home pages to 

the page on the left provides the links to download SEG-Y files, 

navigation files and a PDF data example with an informational side-label 

for each available survey.

http://walrus.wr.usgs.gov/infobank/

http://walrus.wr.usgs.gov/NAMSS/

Data Download:

By Contributor:

By Vintage:

By Region: Web access to the archive thru two linked USGS Web sites:

NAMSS – provides project status, overview trackline maps, policies

At this time, post-stack (stack or migration) data only are scheduled for archive.  Pre-stack 
data will be available for much of the Chevron database.  Pre-stack  WesternGeco data will be 
available on a case-by-case basis.

Partners in this project include American Geological Institute, Incorporated Research Institutes 
for Seismology (IRIS), and the Institute for Crustal Studies (UCSB).

INFOBANK –  provides thumbnail trackline maps, metadata, navigation

Currently, 38 surveys totaling approximately 100,000 km of data including SEG-Y and 
navigation files are available through the NAMSS website.

Terms and Conditions of Use

This web site is intended principally for scientific research users.

The data are provided free of charge, and may be shown, distributed, or 
published at will.  Data are provided with the express understanding that 
they will not be sold.

The only provision for use of these datasets is that we request 
acknowledgement of the data provider and the USGS in all instances of 
publication or reference. We suggest using the following text:

The authors acknowledge (the data provider) and the US Geological 
Survey for providing the seismic reflection data for the purpose of this 
research.

Neither the data provider nor the USGS warrant the use of these data, nor 
make any claims or guarantees as to the accuracy of the data identification, 
acquisition parameters, processing methods, navigation or database entries. 

Non-Endorsement of Commercial and Other Non-USGS Products and 
Services:

Any references to commercial products and services found within this site 
are provided for information only and do not constitute endorsement or 
warranty, express or implied, by the USGS, USDOI, or U.S. Government, as to 
their suitability, content, usefulness, functioning, completeness, or accuracy.

During the last four decades, hundreds of thousands of line kilometers of 2D marine seismic 
reflection data have been collected by the hydrocarbon exploration industry within the United 
States Exclusive Economic Zone. The commercial value of much of these data has decreased 
significantly because of drilling moratoria and new technology such as 3D acquisition.   
However, these data still have tremendous value for scientific research and education purposes.  
The U.S. Geological Survey has recently made agreements with two commercial owners of large 
data holdings to transfer to the public domain over 250,000 line kilometers of marine data from 
off the eastern, western, and Alaskan coasts of the United States. In order to provide access to 
the data, the USGS has developed the National Archive of Marine Seismic Surveys (NAMSS) 
program.  For a small fraction of the money that would be required to collect new data, work 
is underway to organize and recover digital data currently stored on tens of thousands of 
9-track tapes.  Even where new data collection efforts could be funded, current environmental 
restrictions on marine seismic exploration could preclude operations. The NAMSS web site at 
http://walrus.wr.usgs.gov/NAMSS/ has trackline maps of surveys that are now or will soon be 
available for downloading in SEG-Y format.  As more owners and users become aware of this 
new data resource, it is hoped that additional partners in industry and academia will join this 
data rescue effort. 
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